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AWilliam
‘SHREWD
‘ AWAKENING
Shakespeare’s The Taming of

COACH & TEAM OF THE YEAR

The Eastern football team and its former head
coach, Dino Babers are named team and coach of
the year, respectively, by The Daily Eastern News.

the Shrew will be performed on stage at
the Charleston Alley Theatre the first
two weeks of May.
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Director of financial aid retires CAA to
“I believe I have met and probably gone beyond what I
circumvent
thought I could do here.”
by-laws

By Bob Galuski
Managing Editor | @BobGaluski

The office was near empty. Files had
been cleared out. They were already handed off to his successor. All that was left
was to return his key and leave the office
he resided in for five years.
This was Jerry Donna’s last day at Eastern.
For five years he had the position of director of financial aid and worked with
students on how to pay for college. And
now, as he leaves his office for the last
time, he will enter the world of retirement.
But his decision to retire stems not from
the pension woes Illinois currently faces,

Jerry Donna, director of financial aid

or the change in the pension laws.
“ There’s different selections you can
make when you come into the retirement
system,” he said. “I didn’t choose the traditional plan, the plan where people are having issues with having to go out early. I’m
under a self-management.”
He said he chose this system, rather than
the traditional route, because he knew he
would be retiring in five years.
Donna first came to Eastern in 2009 as

the director of financial aid. Before that,
he served two years at Salem College in
North Carolina as the director of that college’s director of financial aid.
Despite walking out of Eastern’s door
for the last time Wednesday, Donna, 60,
does not have any immediate plans, other
than to “figure out how retirement works.”
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Jake Sopko, a freshman economics major, studies for spring finals in the Mary J. Booth Library. Finals begin Monday, May 5.

Students share study tips for finals
By Marvin Collins
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
With the school year only having one
week remaining, students begin the final
push for improving grades, cramming and
taking on rigorous study habits to survive
the last semester.
Students are mostly in Booth Library for
late hours preparing for finals. Finals week
has always been tough and stressful on students.
Considering that this week has been hectic for students, many believe that this finals week will make or break their grades.
Nino Barker, a senior communication
studies major with a minor in advertising,
said that even being a senior is tough when
preparing for finals.
“Despite the fact that I will be graduating next week, I have been reviewing notes
heavily and studying since early Sunday
morning,” he said.

"I love to cram and do things last minute, it helps me work
harder and gives me to drive to do a lot more than usually."
Cyle Colbert, junior marketing major
Some even begin routine studying weeks
in advance to gain a better understanding of
the material for exams.
Brandon Ross, a junior business management major, expects to do well on finals by
consistently studying throughout the week.
“Overall I feel I have a good grasp on all
the material I’ve learned in each class this
semester” he said.
Despite some students preparing weeks
in advance, some use the methods of cramming to their advantage in odd cases.
Cyle Colbert, a junior marketing major,
said that he expects to study hard in the

next days before finals.
“I love to cram and do things last minute, it helps me work harder and gives me
the drive to do a lot more than usually,” he
said. “I expect nothing less than what effort
I give to these finals which will be my all.”
Throughout breaks between classes has
been helpful for students who work during
the night.
Michael Fowler, a senior finance major,
is on duty throughout the night in Greek
Court so his studying comes during the day
when he has breaks to visit the library.
FINALS, page 5

By Jack Cruikshank
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Janey Fopay, the recording secretary for
the Council on Academic Affairs, said the
council will vote to suspend its by-laws at
the meeting at 3 p.m. Thursday in the Arcola-Tuscola Room of the Martin Luther
King Jr. University Union.
Fopay said in an email two other items,
which appear in the agenda as items to be
added to the agenda, will be acted upon
at Thursday’s meeting, in conflict with
the council’s by-laws.
“The CAA Chair will entertain a motion to suspend the bylaws in order to act
upon these items this week,” Fopay said
in an email.
The three items, which include two revisions to the Gateway program and one
ne w course within the biology depar tment, were added to this week’s agenda in
compliance with the council’s by-laws at
its last meeting on Thursday.
The ne w biology course, BIO 4850,
W i l d l i f e Te c h n i q u e s , w i l l r e p l a c e t h e
current BIO 5372, Wildlife Techniques
course.
“The objective of this course proposal
is to replace BIO 5372 with BIO 4850,
so that it is readily available to undergraduate students,” the course proposal said. “This change will allow our department and the university to fill an important gap in our current undergraduate
curriculum, while maintaining our ability
to properly prepare graduate students for
entry into (wildlife) careers.”
The changes to the Gateway program
include changing the way letters of reco m m e n d a t i o n w o rk f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t o
t h e p ro g r a m , w h i l e t h e s e c o n d c h a n g e
r a i s e s t h e s t a n d a rd t h a t s t u d e n t s m u s t
meet on the ACT test in order to gain
admittance.
The Gateway program will, if approved, will only accept scores of 16 or
higher on the test, which is typically administered in a high school student’s junior year.
Currently, the program admits students
who received as low as a 14 on the test.
The two items Fopay said will be acted
upon outside of the by-laws are two new
courses; one of the courses is in health
studies while the other will be a part of
the applied engineering and technology
curriculum.
The health studies course, HST 3110,
First Aid/CPR AED for the Health and
Fi t n e s s Pr o f e s s i o n a l , i s g e a re d t ow a rd
teaching emergency response skills to students.
“There are no similar courses on campus geared specifically to health and exercise science professionals,” the course
proposal said. “This course is a comprehensive, in-depth and profession-specific course, in which administrative, planning and programmatic skills are included.”
The second new course to be approved
if the by-laws are suspended is AET 4763,
Rapid Prototyping Technology.
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Local weather
TODAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 58°
Low: 42°

FRIDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 60°
Low: 48°

For more weather visit castle.eiu.edu/weather.
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Members of the Charleston Alley Theatre (left to right) Duke Bagger, Thomas MacMullen and Alexia MacMullen, rehearse William Shakespeare's 'The Taming of a Shrew' on Wednesday at the Theatre. The first show is Friday.

‘Challenging’ Shakespeare play to start soon
By Taylor Steward
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Charleston Alley Theatre will produce William Shakes p e a r e’s , “ T h e Ta m i n g o f t h e
Shrew,” in Charleston, Illinois
throughout the first two weeks of
the month of May. The curtains
open at 7 p.m. Friday.
The production dates include
Friday through Monday and May 9
through May 12.
Tickets are $10 and available
through the theatre box office. The
theatre offers school group rates as
well as free or reduced price tickets
for those financially unable to pay.
The theatre is handicapped accessible as well.

Set in Italy in the 1500’s, “The
Taming of the Shrew,” is about a
money hungry wife hunter that
transforms an aggressive, bad tempered woman into an obedient trophy wife.
Or so he thinks. The woman’s
sister cannot be married off until
the ill-mannered sister is.
The theatre is in its 24th season.
“The Taming of the Shrew,” is a
popular romantic comedy by William Shakespeare.
It is one of his earliest comedies
as well as one of his most controversial works.
The cast and crew have been
hard at work to get this production
done, Duke Bagger said. Bagger,
the Charleston Alley Theatre di-

rector, said the theatre commonly
tries to take on challenging plays to
engage the audience and to be exciting for the actors.
“We chose to do the production
of ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ because it is a controversial comedy
by Shakespeare that is rarely ever
done,” Bagger said. “The challenge
we face is the ability to do the
show with its original 16th century sensibility in the 21st century.
Making 16th century English and
jokes acceptable and easy to understand.”
“We’ve only been at it for one
month, only four weeks to do
Shakespeare,” Bagger said. “Some
of our cast are extremely experienced. Four weeks isn’t a long time,

but, we’re working very hard to get
it done. It’ll be nice to see how the
audience reacts to our four weeks
of hard work.”
Sara Panuska, a freshman English major has been to a few productions at the Charleston Alley
Theatre.
“I’ve been to a few shows put
on by the Charleston Alley Theatre, and every time, I’m amazed,”
Panuska said. “The environment
is always upbeat and the cast and
crew really do an amazing job.”
Taylor Steward can
be reached at 581-2812
or tasteward2@eiu.edu.
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Nice 1-6 Bedroom Homes Close to Campus Still Available!
Sign a lease with NO MONEY DOWN
& Reserve your home for the Fall now!
SAVE BIG BY SIGNING A LEASE RATE!
PRICES HAVE BEEN REDUCED!

Call 708-772-3711 for more information!
WWW.HALLBERGRENTALS.COM

1, 2, & 3
BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE
*close to campus
*plenty of off-street parking
*water/trash included

217-345-1266
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Get all the latest news and sports info,
Like the Daily Eastern News on Facebook!
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all digital this
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summer!
Starting May 12th
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Students create art, graphic design magazine
By Megan Ivey
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Sometimes, the brightest ideas
are right in front of you.
T h a t i s t h e c a s e f o r Ju l i e
De A n n e , e d i t o r o f t h e a r t d e partment’s magazine titled Blue
Room, who said it seemed silly
that something like this was not
created before.
“We have all the equipment,”
she said. “We have the designers.
We have the talent. We just needed someone to pull it all together.”
Blue Room is a magazine, containing articles, submitted artwork and advice for art-making,
published in-house by Eastern art
students.
It is published bi-annually, with
the first issue published in the fall
of 2013. The current Spring 2014
issue is available now.
DeAnne said at first, the process was a difficult one.
After DeAnne found a group of
people who wanted to tackle the
project, the group had to decide
what content they wanted to include.
“We wanted a variety of content to showcase the wide-range
of talent here,” DeAnne said.
The staff decided on including information from the different art concentrations, including
graphic design, 2D studio, 3D

studio, art education and art history.
Blue Room also includes interviews from students and faculty.
Beginning the first week classes, each issue is a semester long
process.
“ We have to constantly meet
content deadlines, and then the
designers have their deadlines,
and then we have to meet a printer deadline,” DeAnne said.
Br o o k e S z w e d a , a f r e s h m a n
art major and contributor to the
Blue Room’s editing process, said
working on the project is a fun
experience.
“I’ve worked since the first issue and I really enjoy it,” she said.
Ev e n t h e p r i n t i n g p r o c e s s ,
which is completed locally, has its
roots in Eastern.
“ Pa u l B e a l s , w h o ow n s T h e
Big Picture in Charleston, prints
for us,” DeAnne said. “He is an
Eastern alum from the art department. We try to keep it as local as
possible.”
After copies of pages for the issue is printed, the staff then assembles the magazine, using techniques such as trimming and
binding.
DeAnne’s favorite moment in
creating an issue of Blue Room is
seeing the finished project of the
semester-long task.
“ There are a lot of different
and separate projects,” she said.

SUBMIT TED PHOTO

“Seeing all the parts come together makes all the hard work worth
it.”

Twice is Nice

!
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960 18th St., Charleston, IL 61920
217 - 348 - 5803
Come celebrate the

Food
!

Saturday May 3rd 10:00am - 4:00pm

Lemon Shake-up, Corndog and French Fry food booths in the
store parking lot
Live DJ all day
Some craft vendors
Popular Espresso candles will be available for sale!

Hours:
Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 10am-4pm | Closed Sunday

The magazines sell for $10 in
the art department.
“We don’t make a profit off of

Megan Ivey can
be reached at 581-2812
or mkivey@eiu.edu.

BINGO

@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity

615 7th Street

Non-members can play

3rd Annual 18th Street Block Party!

50% off in-store!

Blue Room,” DeAnne said. “Our
goal is to connect the art department to the rest of Eastern’s campus.”
Both issues have had positive
feedback, DeAnne said.
“Our first issue was really successful, especially because no one
knew what to expect,” she said.
DeAnne said that the staff continued its success with the current
spring issue, which contains more
interviews and has elevated designs.
De s p i t e t h e s u c c e s s o f Bl u e
Room, DeAnne said the staff has
not shown interest in competing for
professional recognition.
“Our main goal is to make Blue
Room more accessible to Eastern,”
she said. “To see students reading it
we feel is our biggest accomplishment.”
In hopes of reaching more students, DeAnne said the staff is trying to tackle creating a website,
and possibly placing an online issue there.
The Blue Room staff will start
their third issue at the beginning of
the Fall 2014 semester.
DeAnne said that although currently all staff members are art majors, she would like to add more
members with different major backgrounds.

$1.00 Drafts
* MUST BE 21 *

7PM TONIGHT
217-345-2012
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Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on what’s
happening at EIU and in Charleston!
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DRAWN FROM THE EASEL

STAFF EDITORIAL

Appreciate
Special
Olympics
More than 500 volunteers are expected to
participate and help orchestrate Eastern’s Special Olympics Friday at O’Brien Stadium.
Although Friday’s events will take place in
Charleston, any victories could qualify the
athletes to participate in the State Special
Olympics.
Whether or not Friday’s athletes make it to
state, their participation alone is something to
be respected and appreciated.
It is naïve to assume that people with physical and mental disabilities are unanimously less athletic. For people within the autistic spectrum in particular, the elements in
which you must master to play a sport are the
grounds for tremendous social, physical and
mental growth.
Between relying on teamwork, strengthening coordination, adhering to rules, and the
sense of security in having a regular schedule of practices and games, people with special needs benefit from events like the Special
Olympics.
The word disabled is perhaps misleading
when referring this event. Those who participate prove they are anything but disabled.
Some of the characteristics associated cerebral palsy, downs syndrome, autism, and Asperger’s syndrome can even be used to a player’s benefit with training and practice, the
same as any athlete.
Additionally, the Special Olympics is a rewarding and growth-inspiring experience for
everyone involved, including the volunteers.
What these volunteers gain is an appreciation for someone different than them but
equal to them. They learn the importance of
patience and witness the product of perseverance.
In this case, as in any competitive atmosphere, there is something to be taken away
from the experience.
Prejudices may be overcome and stereotypes may be proven just stereotypes when
an athlete considered “disabled” wins a metal
and earns a spot in state competition.
For those who are neither competing nor
volunteering, it is still important to take a
moment to watch an event and cheer someone on. There is an appreciation or sense of
admiration to be gained whenever we see
someone achieve something we already consider impressive, like athletics.
Most importantly, those who participate in
either role – volunteer or competitor – will
learn the word “special” is an adjective and
not a dividing line between people who share
a similar passion with different executions.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion
of the editorial board of The Daily Eastern
News.

W

rite a letter to the editor

You have something to say. Knowing
this, The Daily Eastern News provides
a place for you to say it every day.

Letters to the editor can be submitted at any
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent
to DENopinions@gmail.com.

For extended letters and
forums for all content visit
dailyeasternnews.com
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Don’t try to make sense of Donald Sterling
When the NBA commissioner, Adam Silver, gave out his response to the Donald
Sterling remarks, the first thought that came
to my mind was hammer time.
As the rest of “U Can’t Touch This,” started playing in my head, it was quite ironic.
Silver did in fact touch this.
He dropped not just the hammer on Sterling, but everything you could possibly
imagine.
Sterling was recently banned from the Los
Angeles Clippers organization, and the NBA,
for being caught on tape making racist remarks, most notably, telling his girlfriend
not to bring black people to his game.
Sterling also faces the possibility of selling
the team, pending an owner’s vote, while he
must also pay a 2.5 million dollar fine which
will be donated to groups that promote antidiscrimination.
I will never understand the arrogance.
These “black people” that Sterling was so
upset about being around make up a majority of the league, as well as his team.
I guess Sterling wasn’t thinking when he
agreed to pay Chris Paul, Blake Griffin, and

Kyle Daubs
DeAndre Jordan a combined 44 million dollars.
Maybe, he was color blind when he agreed
to dish out another seven million to Matt
Barnes and Jared Dudley this past off-season.
J.J. Reddick and Hedo Turkoglu must
be kings being the only white males on the
team.
I would love to say that Sterling over saw
the color of player’s skin because he was all
about winning.
That would be giving Sterling too much
credit since the Clippers have flat out stunk
ever since he has owned them in 1981, winning just two division titles which have come
in 2013 and this year.

Sterling has been around long enough to
grow up in a time where putting down African Americans was socially acceptable.
Where was he when everything began to
change?
In retrospect, we should not be surprised
that an 80-year old man made racists comments. It’s something that we see normal
when some of us visit our grandparents.
What is surprising is that an NBA owner has the nerve to make those remarks in an
industry that is over 70% black males.
Everything about this mess is confusing.
It’s darn right comical to an extent that this
is happening in the midst of a playoff run in
which for the first time we can truthfully say
the Clippers have a shot to win a title.
The only thing we can make sense of it
all is that money can negate a 49-year-old
age difference in a relationship, and “U Can’t
Touch This” is a pretty catchy song.
Kyle Daubs is a special education major.
He can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinionsdesk@gmail.com.

Advice: Think before you push tweet
Technology is an amazing thing. We’ve
certainly come a long way. In our age of social media, we have the ability to say essentially whatever we want, whenever we want,
wherever we want. It’s allowed reporters to
get facts to their readers, celebrities to interact with fans, and spread messages of social change through protests.
Still, it’s a gift and a curse. For every
great, insightful thing someone says online,
there’s probably a hundred really dumb
things also tweeted. Blogging and news coverage has also come a long way, and it has
in part allowed us to come together and
laugh at the ridiculous things people tweet.
The talk of Tuesday was the NBA’s lifetime ban of Los Angeles Clippers owner
David Sterling following his racist remarks
about his girlfriend’s association with African Americans. After Commissioner Adam
Silver issued his ruling, thousands took to
Twitter to tell their thoughts on the decision.
Some of these people were profiled on
the website Deadspin, who embedded these
tweets on their post, allowing readers to
tweet back at those who thought Silver’s
ruling violated Sterling’s first amendment

Dominic Renzetti
rights (sidenote: it doesn’t).
A little goal I’ve set for myself, and it
should be one for you too, is to never end
up on one of these websites. Always think
before you tweet, especially if you’re chiming in on a hot topic that’s generating a lot
of discussion. You can call it lazy journalism if you want, but those types of articles,
based off your ignorant comments, are generating page views.
We saw it before when Buzzfeed posted
its article full of peoples’ tweets about how
they were moving to Canada in response to
President Barack Obama’s health care reform. We see it time and time again when
people send threatening tweets to innocent
people who just so happen to have unfortunate names like George Zimmerman or

Casey Anthony. This case of mistaken identity and a handful of angry tweets lead to
a full-page write-up online, and there you
are, looking dumber than ever.
I don’t send mean tweets to celebrities,
so I don’t have to worry about having my
handle ending up on a Jimmy Kimmel segment, but I’m very cautious to make sure
that I’m not providing content for some
list-icle writer.
If you do somehow end up on one of
these blogs of shame, use it as a learning experience. Don’t embarrass yourself further.
You’ve already done enough, probably much
more than you ever thought you could do
in a measly 140 characters.
The moral of the story comes down to
not being dumb online. Twitter is like the
world’s biggest bulletin board smack-dab in
the middle of the world’s biggest city, the
Internet. Anyone can read it, anyone can
retweet it, and anyone can make a fool out
of you.
Dominic Renzetti is a family and
consumer science major.
He can be reached at 581-2812
or denopinionsdesk@gmail.com.

Editorial Board
Editor in Chief
Dominic Renzetti

Managing Editor
Bob Galuski

Associate News Editor
Jarad Jarmon

Online Editor
Jason Howell

Opinions Editor
Kyle Daubs

THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS | CAMPUS

THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2014

»

DIRECTOR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Although he has little projects around his
home like gardening – Donna is an avid gardener – Donna said he has no real big plans in
mind.
“Plans after today – that’s the question most
asked of me,” Donna said. “I don’t have a good
answer.”
But one thing is definite: when he wakes up
tomorrow, he’s going to have a cup of coffee
on his deck for “a long time,” and listen to the
birds.
As for his last days at Eastern, Donna spent
them tying up loose ends, getting ready to
hand over the position to the interim director
of financial aid, Carol Waldmann, the associate director of financial aid. But one thing he
was grateful to have had the opportunity to see
through one last time was lunch with his usual crowd. “When I first came here, I was introduced to this group of people that always
lunched together over in the Food Court,” he
said. “And so we’ve maintained that for five

»
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years now.”
Earlier Wednesday, he had his final meal with
his group of friends – the “lunch bunch,” as he
affectionately calls them.
However, the loose ties do not relate to his
personal goals as director of financial aid at
Eastern.
“I believe I have met and probably gone beyond what I thought I could do here,” Donna
said.
He credits his staff throughout the years as
one of the reasons his goals have been met. One
of the big things he hangs his hat on is being
able to have streamlined automated processes
for student service – something he called “stuck
in the Dark Ages” before.
Support from the administration when it
comes to funding for the students is something
Donna “heartening” for him.
He said being able to streamline the process
for getting commitments to incoming students
– freshmen or transfer – is equally important.

Bob Galuski can
be reached at 581-2812
or dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
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“This course will include a study of engineering design, product development processes, design for manufacturing and reverse engineering technology,” according to
the course proposal.
The proposal also said, “learning principles and applications of rapid prototyping will help students understand the necessity of this technology and be able to
apply their knowledge to real-world problems.”
The council will also vote on new officers for the 2014-2015 school year as well.
Misty Rhoads, the current council chairperson, said Steven Lucas, the second ary education and foundations department
chairperson, and Stacey Ruholl, a kinesiology and sports studies professor, will be running for Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, respectively.

“We’re getting more money out to students,”
he said. “Part of this is that it’s just a great thing
to do. Another part of this is we need to do this
to stay competitive against our other peer institutions.”
Because financial aid is information heavy,
Donna said he was happy to have his staff involved with training sessions to keep up to date.
On a more personal area, Donna takes pride
in being able to spearhead making the Student
Services Building more welcoming.
He said the idea of having the staff enjoying
what they do translates to a more “human environment” in order to help the students.
“I wasn’t hearing laughing or talking when I
first came here. And I think that plays on people,” he said. “If you’re not finding some sort of
joy in your workspace, it’s not worth it.”

“The CAA chair will entertain a
motion to suspend the bylaws
in order to act upon these items
this week.”
- Janey Foplay, recording secretary for
the Council on Academic Affairs

Rhoads said other members will have the
opportunity to run for the officer positions
during the meeting as well.
Jack Cruikshank can
be reached at 581-2812
or jdcruikshank@eiu.edu.

on campus
off campus
online
general education
electives
study abroad

FINALS

JERRY DONNA

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“These past few weeks I’ve been preparing to graduate so the library has become
a second home to me,” he said. “I am expected to receive only high letter grades
in results of studying hard.”
Staying up late hasn’t been an issue preparing for finals for these students.
Up p e r c l a s s m e n h a v e b e e n s t u d y i n g
hard, however the freshmen of Eastern
have also been studying hard for the final
push for finals.
Angelique Riley, a freshman kinesiology and sports studies major, has come up
with solutions in being successful during
finals week.
“I follow my own strategies and I think
that studying make the tests less stressful.”
Finals week will start Monday and continue through Friday. The finals schedule

“These past few weeks I’ve been
preparing to graduate so the
library has become a second
home to me.”
- Michael Fowler, senior finance major

is posted on Eastern’s website.
Marvin Collins can
be reached at 581-2812
or mdcollins@eiu.edu.

2014 summer sessions
at

eiu

Summer 4 May 19 – June 14
Summer 6 June 16 - July 26
Summer 8 June 16 - August 9

Spending your Summer
in Charleston?

Get ahead!
schedule your summer classes now!

Visit the searchable course schedule at

www.eiu.edu/summer
Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on what’s
happening at EIU and in Charleston!
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Help wanted

SWEET SUMMER JOB IN WISCONSIN
(Lodging provided) ! Looking for several outdoor adventurists to work at a
family summer camp June-August.
$12/hr. See full posting at
www.dennews.com under "classifieds."
___________________________5/5
Join the Excel Carpet Care team! 1
part-time janitorial position Sunday
mornings and weekday evenings, car
required. Apply in person, 8-4, at 918
18th St. or 217-276-9555.
___________________________5/5

Sublessors
1 female subleasor for Fall 2014-205
school year. Preferably graduate or upperclassmen. Newly renovated 3 bedrooms w/ in-room vanity, 1 bathroom,
spacious kitchen, dishwasher, W/D. 1
block from campus. $450/month. Contact 618-335-7805.
__________________________4/30

For rent
House at 1521 11th St., 11 month
lease, $235 per person monthly, W/D.
Call 549-7031
__________________________4/28
Huge one and two BR apts. Best prices,
call us first, trash, water, central air, fitness center, walk-in closets.
815-600-3129 leave message
__________________________4/29
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT
$30/MONTH. 217-348-7746
__________________________4/30
UNIQUE PROPERTIES HAS SPRING
FEVER! WE’VE DROPPED OUR PRICES!! COME CHECK OUT ONE OF OUR
SPACIOUS, BEAUTIFULLY FURNISHED APARTMENTS! ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES BEGIN AT JUST $395!
EXCELLENT LOCATIONS STILL
AVAILABLE FOR FALL! NEED A SIX
MONTH LEASE? NO PROBLEM, WE
HAVE JUST THE SPOT FOR YOU!
ROOMMATE MATCHING IS AVAILABLE! CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR
APARTMENT SHOWING 345-RENT
(7368)!!! STAY UNIQUE!
WWW.UNIQUE-PROPERTIES.NET
__________________________4/30
4 bedroom apartment, half block to
campus furnished, $265 each includes
trash, lease negotiable Call 549-6967
__________________________4/30
House, 3,4,5 bedrooms, great locations, low prices, dishwasher, washer/
dyer. Includes trash, mowing. Lease
and pets negotiable. Call 549-6967
__________________________4/30
Think FALL: 1 and 2 bedroom apartments across from Doudna/Buzzard.
Great rates! 217-345-2416
___________________________5/1
4 bedroom house. Large yard, close to
campus.1109 4th St. $280/person.
345-6257
___________________________5/2
Bowers Rentals - Only a couple 2-4
BR homes left for fall! Reduced prices!
Contact us today! 217-345-4001 or
eiuliving.com.
___________________________5/2
We accept financial aid!!! Save $4,000
compared to dorms, great 1,2 & 3 bedrooms. Call or text 217-273-6820 or
217-273-2048.
___________________________5/2

For rent
Close to campus. Attractive, quiet and
affordable. 2 BR $375/person all inclusive. Call or text 217-273-6820 or
217-273-2048.
___________________________5/2
Two blocks off campus on 7th Street. 3
or 4 bedroom apartments, studio
apartments - water, cable, internet,
and trash paid. Call 217-855-8521
___________________________5/5
Studio Apt. Close to campus, nice,
clean. Water and trash included. No
pets. $250, 217-259-9772
___________________________5/5
EIUforrent.com. 1 & 2 bedroom apts.
and 2 bedroom pet friendly house
available. Call 345-2982
___________________________5/5
3 Bedroom furnished apartment for
2014-15 school year. $185 per student
for a 10 month lease, no pets. Call 3453664.
___________________________5/5
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2014 1 and 3
bedroom apts., one block north of Old
Main on 6th Street.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/5
NEW 2 BEDROOM APTS DIRECTLY
ACROSS FROM BUZZARD ON 9th
STREET washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave, major appliances, central
heat and a/c. Call us for more details.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/5
Great Deals & Great Locations. 1, 2, 3
bedrooms ~~ May or Fall 2014. Come
to the office at 715 Grant, located in
Park Place across from the Union.
Walk-ins Welcome. 217-348-1479,
www.tricountymg.com
___________________________5/5
P.P. & W PROPERTIES. Please contact us
at www.ppwrentals.com,
217-348-8249.
___________________________5/5
STUDIO & ONE BEDROOM APTS located in “The Fields,” 3 blocks from
campus, available August 2014.
Washer, dryer, dishwasher, microwave,
major appliances, central heat and a/c.
All apts. are less than 5 years old.
www.ppwrentals.com, 217-348-8249.
___________________________5/5
3 BD Apt. Close to EIU. Dishwasher,
W/D & A/C. No pets. 345-7286 www.
jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
BRITTANY RIDGE TOWNHOUSES For
3-5 persons, unbeatable floor plan, 3 &
4 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, deck, central
air, washer, dryer, dishwasher. Free
trash and parking, low utility bills, local
responsive landlord. Starting @ 210 /
person. Available Fall 2014, lease
length negotiable. 217-246-3083
___________________________5/5
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August: 2 BR apts. 2001 S. 12th
St. and 1305 18th St. all appliances,
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
MELROSE & BROOKLYN APTS Recently Reduced Prices + Free DVR +
$200 OFF Sec. Dep. with coupon = LIVING IN YOUR DREAM APARTMENT IN
2014-2015! 217-345-5515
www.melroseonfourth.com
___________________________5/5
August: 3 BR apt, 820 Lincoln Ave, All
appliances and dishwasher, water &
trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5

Tweet
Tweet

Follow the Daily Eastern
News Twitter!
den_news

THURSDAY, MAY 1, 2014
For rent
For Fall very nice 3 bed 2 bath duplex with 3 separate vanities, W/D,
and dishwasher in unit. On campus
side of 12th Street. 217-493-7559
myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
July or August: 2 BR apts. 955 4th St. All appliances, with dishwasher, garage, water & trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
3 & 4 BD, 2 BATH FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED - LARGE, CLEAN, WELL
MAINTAINED! WASHER/DRYER, RENT
AS LOW AS $275.00! 1140 EDGAR DR.
WWW.JBAPARTMENTS.COM
217-345-6100
___________________________5/5
4 BR, 2 BA duplex, 1 blk. from EIU, 1520
9th St. Stove, fridge, microwave, dishwasher, W/D, trash pd. 350/ person.
348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
June or August: 1 BR deluxe apts. 117
W. Polk, 905 A Street, 1306/1308 Arthur Ave, all appliances, with W/D &
dishwasher, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
VERY NICE 4 bedroom 3 bath house on
9th street with dishwasher, W/D, 2 office areas and 4 separate bathroom
vanities. Excellent parking,$300 per
person Call 217-493-7559
www.myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
Nice, 1 bedroom apartment available
in August. Hardwood floors, good
parking, pets allowed.
Call Todd 217-840-6427
___________________________5/5
June: 1 & 2 BR apt, 605 W. Grant, stove,
fridge, dishwasher, w/d or w/d hookup, trash pd. 348-7746,
www.CharlestonILApts.com
___________________________5/5
4 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE CLOSE TO
CAMPUS. $225/ MONTH FOR 4 PEOPLE; $275/ MONTH FOR 3 PEOPLE,
CALL/TEXT 708-254-0455
___________________________5/5
Short on Cash? Sign a Lease with No
Money Down! One to Six Bedroom
Homes. Close to Campus Available.
Call 815-546-6767 for More Info!
___________________________5/5
SUMMER STORAGE, SIZES 4X12 UP
TO 10X30, PRICES STARTING AT $30/
MONTH. 217-348-7746
___________________________5/5
Still Looking for a House for Fall? Clean,
Well-Maintained Homes at EIU. You
won’t find nicer homes for LESS- Guaranteed! Stop looking at expensive
rentals when you can get more for
LESS! Call 815-546-6767.
___________________________5/5
2014 Fall semester 3 Bed, 2 Bath house.
W/D, pets possible. 273-2507 call or
text 1710 11th Street.
___________________________5/5
FALL 2014: VERY NICE 1,2,3,4,5,6,7 BR
HOUSES, TOWNHOUSES, & APARTMENTS. EXCELLENT LOCATIONS, 1-3
BLOCKS FROM CAMPUS.
217-493-7559, myeiuhome.com
___________________________5/5
Reduced Rentals on Campus Available!
Super Nice Homes- Bargain Priced. Pay
your rent & have money left over for
the weekends! Be AMAZED at how AFFORDABLE great houses are! Call 815546-6767.
___________________________5/5

For rent
BUCHANAN ST. APARTMENTS - 1, 2,
& 3 BR apartments. Water and trash
included. Plenty of off-street parking. Call 345-1266 or go to our website, www.BuchananSt.com.
___________________________5/5
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments,
available now, June, or August. Furnished or unfurnished. Laundry,
A/C, clean, and affordable. Close to
EIU. No Pets. 345-7286, Williams
Rentals.
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
5 bedroom house for Fall. Central
air, W/D, close to EIU. Clean, affordable, locally owned and managed.
No pets. 345-7286, Williams Rentals.
www.jwilliamsrentals.com
___________________________5/5
2 BR, 2 BATH APARTMENTS. 1026 EDGAR DRIVE, 2/3 BR HOMES. $250 PER
PERSON. 549-4074 OR 294-1625
___________________________5/5
Storage for summer, limited number of units available, at $45/month.
345-7286, Williams Rentals.
___________________________5/5
1 and 2 bedrooms for Fall. EIUSudentRentals.com 217-345-9595
___________________________5/5
Price Reduced! Close to campus,
1526 3rd St. (pics can be seen on
Craigslist), great house for rent, 3-4
people at $250/person. CA, W/D,
high efficiency furnace, large yard,
front porch, trash included. Pets negotiable. Call 217-549-5402.
___________________________5/5
Discounts on 4, 5 and 6 BR houses! EIUStudentRentals.com 217-345-9595
___________________________5/5
CHECK US OUT NEXT TO DOUDNA, 1
BEDROOM AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER, 1812 9TH ST/1205 GRANT
AVAILABLE ‘14-’15; RENT NOW!
SAMMYRENTALS.COM, CALL OR
TEXT 549-4011
___________________________5/5
Newly remodeled houses. Close to
campus. 3 & 4 BR. 217-962-0790
___________________________5/5
EXTRA NICE 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT!
DISHWASHER, WASHER/DRYER, CENTRAL AIR. DEPOSIT AND REFERENCES
REQUIRED! NO PETS! CALL 217-3457286 WWW.JWILLIAMSRENTALS.COM
___________________________5/5

1, 2, 3 and 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE JUNE OR AUGUST
*Quiet
locations

For appointment
Phone
217- 348- 7746

*As low as
$285/mo each
person

820 LINCOLN AVE, CHARLESTON, IL
Office Hours 9-5 M-F, 9-3 Sat
WWW.CHARLESTONILAPTS.COM

Lease Now for 2014!

Rental Rates YOU can Afford!!
217.345.RENT

739 Lincoln Ave.
www.unique-properties.net
1 Block to Lantz
DEALS for 1 or 2!!!
Cable, Internet included

Love DEN
the

6

follow us on twitter

Call for showing!
@den_news
@den_sports

1512 A Street / 345-4489
www.woodrentals.com

@den_verge

1, 2, 3, & 4
Bedrooms

Quality &
location at a
great price

EIUStudentRentals.com
217.345.9595

Campus clips
Special Olympics: If you did not attend
the voluntary meeting for Special
Olympics, pick up your assignment
form in Room 1212 Buzzard Hall on
April 30th or May 1st between 8 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m.
_____________________________5/1
Special Olympics is this Friday, May
2nd, “Rain or Sunshine.” Everyone
must report to the Volunteer Table
upon arrival and remember to also
sign out, please.

OCK OUT
KN

No gimmicks, Just Good Housing.
25+ years of proven rental management
Housing for 2 or 3 from $290/person
Housing for 1 from $350-440
Most include cable & internet
Call for an
appointment!

1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377
Charleston, IL 61920
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472
www.woodrentals.com

Home for Rent
1012 2nd Street

THE COMPETITION

Advertise in the DEN
Call 581-2816

Charming 4 BR, 2 BA
Pets Considered

All Appliances, CA

217.273.7270

Where can you get
advertising every
day for just

$
Only with the 50

/mo

Daily Eastern News
Call 581-2816 for details!

www.dennews.com
read. share. connect.
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’99 baseball makes history at Eastern
By Aldo Soto
Assistant Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Editor’s note: This is the fifth installment in a series looking back at Eastern
baseball coach Jim Schmitz’s 20 years
coaching the Panthers.
The Eastern baseball team was tired
of losing – losing to Southeast Missouri
and a loss in the Ohio Valley Conference tournament was not an option for
the Panthers in 1999.
After losing in the first round of
the tournament 6-5 in 1997 and then
losing in the championship game to
the Redhawks 15-11 in 1998, Eastern coach Jim Schmitz gave the Panthers a reminder after coming second
to Southeast Missouri.
“We lose a heartbreaker and it’s at
SEMO and they’re celebrating on the
field,” Schmitz said. “I remember that
because I was talking to my team, looking at the field, and I actually said,
‘Turn around guys. See what they’re
doing. They’re celebrating our OVC title.’”
The Panthers were on a mission.
Similar to previous years, though,
Eastern did not get out to a good start,
make that a 0-11 record to begin the
1999 season.
On one road trip to Winthrop, the
Panthers were swept, losing all four
games, which Schmitz used as an opportunity to give his team some extra
cardio.
“After one game, I don’t know if
they’re still running,” Schmitz said. “I
just left them there running from foul
pole to foul pole back and forth. I was
so mad at them.”
In their last series before spring
break concluded, the Panthers headed
to Middle Tennessee State, which was
then in the OVC, to start conference
play. Eastern was 1-12, when it started
its series against the Blue Raiders.
Yet, it seemed to be the right time
for Eastern to start winning, as it started its conquest of the OVC, beating
Middle Tennessee State two out of

three games. As a matter of fact, following the 0-11 start, Schmitz led
Eastern to a 32-10 record for the remainder of the season.
Of course, Schmitz had some help
from a couple of pitchers and one who
was not the most conventional pitcher
to lead a team in wins.
Jeremy Sanders pitched in 34 games
for Eastern in 1999, and tied John Larson with a team-high 10 wins that season. But Sanders also had five saves, as
the team’s closer that made one start all
year, but still ended with a 10-1 record.
“Sanders was 18-3 in relief in two
years,” Schmitz said. “That’s pretty
amazing. He would come in and get
a save on Saturday and then sometime on Sunday, he’d come in the fifth
or sixth inning and save us like you
couldn’t believe.”
Sanders was not an overpowering
pitcher, as he threw in the mid 80s, but
once his delivery was altered, lowering
it, he was as menacing a pitcher batters
faced that season.
Schmitz also counted on Larson,
who finished the season 10-3 with a
3.20 ERA.
“Larson, we knew we were going to
win game one,” Schmitz said. “We had
20 of our 33 wins coming from two
guys. That’s pretty amazing when it
comes to that.”
Eastern finished the regular season
with a 17-7 OVC record, winning the
season title for the second straight year,
but the Panthers had unfinished business in the tournament.
Eastern made it to the title game
against Middle Tennessee State, but before the Panthers reached the championship they had to rely on their catcher and a savvy second baseman in the
first round.
Schmitz, as accustomed was calling
pitches, but for whatever reason he was
not in sink that day with his pitchers
against Middle Tennessee State. That
it is when the Panthers’ catcher Ryan
Bridgewater decided to take over.
“I wasn’t calling good pitcher and
Bridgewater said, ‘Let me take over,’”

Golf finishes season
with 7th place in OVC
By Bob Reynolds
Staff Reporter | @BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern men’s golf team finished
seventh at the Ohio Valley Conference
Championships during the weekend at
the Robert Trent Jones Golf Course at
the Shoals in Muscle Shoals, Ala.
The Panthers’ seventh place finish
was their second best finish in the conference tournament in the last six years.
They shot a team total of 604 for the
two rounds, including a second-round
300. The Panthers finished two strokes
ahead of Murray State and Tennessee
Tech.
Oscar Borda and James Jansen, who
both tied for 22nd with scores of 150
each, led Eastern at the tournament.
Borda shot an even-par 72 in the
first round and 6-over in the second
round.
After the first day of the tournament,
Borda was tied for 10th, but then faltered.
Jansen on the other hand, shot a
4-over 76 for the first round and was
tied for 26th, but hopped up the leader board after day two, when he shot a
2-over 74.
Austin Sproles also placed in the top30 with scores of 78 and 73 for the two
rounds, respectively.
Marcus Dahlin finished in 36th
place with scores of 78 and 75 for the
two rounds of the tournament for the
Panthers.
The runner-up of last year’s champi-

onship took the team title, as Jacksonville State came away victorious, with a
score of 567 for the tournament.
Camilo Aguado, who shot a two
round total of a minus -7, 137, led the
Gamecocks. Aguado placed second for
the individuals overall.
Aguado was tied for second with 10
birdies for the tournament and placed
first in par-4 scoring at -6 and had an
average of 3.7.
Aguado also had 23 pars on the
weekend.
Eastern Kentucky and last year’s winner Austin Peay finished tied for second
in the tournament with a score of 573.
The Colonels’ first round of 292 had
them in third place after day one, but
in the second round they shot a 281,
which placed them in second.
The Governors on the other hand,
shot a consistent 286 and 287 in both
rounds, respectively.
Patric Sundlof and Travis Rose, who
both shot a 143 and tied for sixth place
in the individuals overall, led the Colonels.
Marco Iten, who shot an 8-under
136 in the two rounds, which gave him
the individual title, led the Governors.
Iten led the tournament with 11
birdies on the day and was second in
par-5 scoring at minus-3.
Bob Reynolds can
be reached at 581-2812
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.

JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Eastern baseball coach calls out directions to the team at Coaches Stadium. Schmitz is in his 20th year coaching the Panthers.

Schmitz said. “Here we are in the most
crucial part of the season and I said,
Go ahead. You know what we’re doing.’ And he called an unbelievable
game.”
Still, the Panthers were in a closely
contested game and one player came to
the rescue.
The Blue Raiders had a couple of
men on base that prompted a bunt attempt, as Schmitz remembers, whoever
fielded the bunt threw over the head of
the first baseman.
“This is the end of the game, this is

»

COACH

Aldo Soto can
be reached at 581-2812
or asoto2@eiu.edu.
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By the time the Panthers played
San Diego State, more than 35
players were capable of bench
pressing 300 pounds, so Babers
knew the women’s comment were
not regarding the players’ performance on the field.
Nonetheless, Eastern’s on-field
success was more dominant than
ever, even more so than its first
season under Babers [the worst to
first turnaround].
Eastern finished 12-2 under Babers in his second season, 8-0 in
the Ohio Valley Conference, one
four-point loss to a second FBS opponent in Northern Illinois, anoth-

»

an error down the right-field line and
there’s Josh Landon where he should
be,” Schmitz said. “The second baseman right behind first base, catching
the bad throw. If he’s not there, then
we probably don’t go to the regional.”
Eastern won 8-7 and then beat Eastern Kentucky 9-4 to advance to the finals against the Blue Raiders.
Chris Martin came through for
Eastern, hitting a two-run home run,
Schmitz said, leading the Panthers to a
4-2 win and OVC championship.
“A big home run to right-center

field to kind of seal the game and here’s
a sophomore with a whole bunch of
stars around him, hitting seventh in the
lineup and did a great job,” Schmitz
said.
It was on to Waco, Texas, where
Eastern had its first NCAA Regional
game against Baylor.
It was an odd feeling for Schmitz,
standing inside of Baylor’s new facility, which still had not been finished, as
there were barely any seats in the stadium.
“Minnesota was there pissed off, Arizona was there pissed off, you know,
‘why are they letting (Baylor) host,’”
Schmitz said. “I remember them interviewing me and I was like, ‘I’m just
happy to be here. I don’t really give a
shit about all the other stuff.’”
Eastern lost 7-3 to Baylor, but the
very next game the Panthers beat Arizona 13-4, saved once again by their
closer and an aggressive game plan on
offense.
“There pitcher was a first-round
draft pick out of high school and
turned down $1 million,” Schmitz
said. “I remember telling the team if
they swing at anything but the fastball
I’m taking you out of the game. Now,
in that game Matt Gage takes a ball off
his leg and there’s Jeremy Sanders – six
innings in relief – one hit.”
The season ended the following
day, as Eastern lost 15-10 to Minnesota, as the Panthers simply did not
have enough pitching to go deep in the
tournament, Schmitz said.
But the 1999 Eastern baseball team
will always be able to say that it was the
first Panthers’ squad to make it to the
NCAA Regional in program history.
“That year was the culmination of
guys that were with me for four years,
with a couple new faces added to it,
but NCAA Division I Regional in
EIU’s history is pretty remarkable what
they did,” Schmitz said.

PAYBACK

er loss by 10 points to end the season against Towson.
And despite losing in the quarterfinals of the FCS Playoffs, Babers brought the program back to
prowess with two straight playoff appearances, its first postseason win in more than two decades,
all while winning several coach of
the year awards and grooming the
2013 Walter Payton Award winner
in Jimmy Garoppolo.
“The back-to-back OVC championships and going undefeated in
the OVC had never been done before,” Garoppolo said. “We were
the ones to do it, and Babers was

the puppeteer of it all.”
Garoppolo said the Panthers
we re a t e a m o n c o n f i d e n c e i n
2013, with Babers instilling that
confidence in them.
But Babers sees it differently.
“They got their respect, swagger, mojo back” Babers said. “I was
along for the ride. The team is me;
I’m not the team.”
Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
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It finished at 12-2 with a second
straight OVC title, a win over an
FBS program and a plethora of shattered record to show.
But the season still felt unfinished.
After all, it was a team of destiny
in Babers’ eyes.
Had O’Brien Field not been blanketed with snow, who knows how the
game would have ended. But it’s fun
to think about.
“The snow was plowed to the outside where all our receivers were
while the middle was open where all
their backs were,” Babers said. “It was
the worst conditions to play a team
like that in.”
Towson went on to beat Eastern
Washington 35-31, and then lose
to North Dakota State 35-7 in the

championship game. The Bison had
a three-peat.
But how Babers itched to see his
No. 1 offense pitted against Craig
Bohl of North Dakota State’s No. 1
defense.
“It was the matchup everybody
wanted to see,” Babers said.
Everybody except for Bohl.
Babers, who now has made the
jump to the FBS level as the head
coach at Bowling Green, met Bohl,
who did the same only at Wyoming,
after the season.
Babers said Bohl told him that
Eastern was the one team North Dakota State would have had trouble
with, the last team Bohl wanted to
see.
“It would’ve been a treat to have

our offense against their defense,” Babers said.
But for now, appreciate the treat
Babers and the 2013 Eastern football
team already was.
Such success only happens every
so often. Players who were part of the
1978 Division II National Championship team can agree with that.
“All the former football players always say, ‘man I was here for the ‘78
season. Now that was a team,’” Babers said. “I can’t wait for 30 years
from now when everyone is talking about 2013 season. That will be
cool.”
Anthony Catezone can
be reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.

@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU men’s and women’s outdoor track and field teams will compete at the Drake Relays in Des Moines, Iowa Thursday.
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E

ven professors and middleaged women bought in to
Dino Babers in his second season
as head coach of the Eastern football team.
“Everbody on campus wanted to be a part of it,” Babers said.
“Could you blame them?”
Babers was the man responsible
for turning around the tradition of
Eastern football, but before him,
the hype was lacking. Babers said
he entered an environment that
was splintered.
“They didn’t play with a passion
that was worth watching,” Babers
said.
The players did not care for one
another; the community did not
care to watch them; the students
did not believe in them.
The first part turned around
during Babers’ first season at the
helm. The next two came full-circle in the year that followed, a year
that was jumpstarted with Babers’
most memorable experience in his
29 years of coaching.
Eastern opened the season
against an FBS opponent in San
Diego State. No one except perhaps Eastern President Bill Perry knew what was about to come
next.
Perry guaranteed the football

team’s boosters that Eastern would
beat San Diego State.
“I thought he was the guy from
Men’s Warehouse throwing out
these guarantees,” Babers said.
“My jaw dropped to my shoelaces when I heard him say that. He
must have known something I
didn’t.”
Apparently, Perry did know
something — Eastern 40, San Diego State 19.
The Panthers had their fifth ever
win over an opponent at the FBS
level and their first since 2004 over
Eastern Michigan.
Now everyone was onboard.
“Professors were walking
around carrying water jugs just
like the players were,” Babers said.
“Everyone was getting hydrated
for the games. Everyone boarded
the train.”
Administrators were not the
only people catching on.
“I got comments from mature,
grown women about how the
football team is looking different.
Better,” Babers said.
In December 2011, when Babers arrived at Eastern, he said
only four players on the football team were able to bench
press 300 pounds.
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Former head coach Dino Babers lead the Eastern football team to a 19-7 record in his two years with the program. Babers and the Panthers won back-to-back Ohio Valley Conference Championships, while Babers himself was the first coach at Eastern to win back-to-back OVC Coach of the Year award.

Eastern spoils Tennessee State’s ‘Payback’
By Anthony Catezone
Sports Editor | @AnthonyCatz
Editor’s Note: The 2013 Eastern football team has been named
Team of the Year by The Daily Eastern News.
James Brown was the “team artist” for the 2013 Eastern football
season.
S o , w h e n Te n n e s s e e S t a t e
deemed the song “Payback” by
James Brown as its anthem for its
second round matchup against
Eastern in the FCS Playoffs, the
Panthers were more than content
with it.
Every pregame the Eastern football team listened to two James
Brown songs; his songs echoed
throughout weight lifting. James
Brown might as well have jumped
in an Eastern uniform himself.
Sean Edinger, Eastern’s head
strength coach, was in charge of
compiling a playlist for the Panthers’ pregame warm up for their
postseason game at O’Brien Field.
Naturally, a number of James
Brown songs made the cut. Edinger, last-minute, insisted that “Payback” be added to the playlist, so
it was.
Eastern beat Tennessee State 3416 at its homecoming five weeks
earlier in the season on Oct, 26,
2013. The Tigers wanted “Payback.”
Just a few days before Eastern’s
first playoff game, Edinger heard
that Tennessee State had been lis-
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Members of the 2013 Eastern football team hoist the Ohio Valley Conference championship trophy after beating
Jacksonville State 52-14 on Nov. 16 at O’Brien Field.

tening to that same exact song all
week.
He asked head coach Dino Babers if he should swap the song out
with a different one because when
the Tigers heard the song being
played during warm ups at O’Brien
Field, they might be given extra
motivation.
“It may be their theme song, but
that’s our team artist,” Babers said.
The second-year head coach encouraged Edinger to play the song.
“If they think that song will let
them win the game, then you need

to play that song,” Babers said.
And so came game day.
Su r e e n o u g h , t h e s o n g w a s
played during warm ups. The faces of the Tennessee State players
blazed with intensity.
The Tigers went crazy. They began jumping up and down uncontrollably to the point where the
coaches could hardly contain them.
“Our guys were just looking
at them and looking at them and
looking at them,” Babers said.
“We’ll let our pads do the talking.”
The No. 2 seeded Eastern re-

sponded with a 51-10 wallop over
its Ohio Valley Conference foe on
Dec. 7, winning its first postseason
game since 1986.
“To beat a TSU team like that
twice in one season, it tells you
something about your football
team,” Babers said. “They’re big
and athletic, but they also play to
the point where if you have even
the slightest mistakes, they’ll take
advantage.”
Babers said Eastern was a team
of destiny all throughout the season and the 41-point win against

Tennessee State furthered his argument. Everybody believed it.
Two-time defending national
champion North Dakota State was
in sight. But first, Eastern had to
get past No. 7 seed Towson in the
quarterfinals.
Ba b e r s t h o u g h t i t w o u l d b e
a high-scoring fair that Eastern
would eventually pull away from.
The Panthers’ passing game versus the Tigers’ running game at 7
p.m. Friday Dec. 13 at O’Brien
Field on ESPN2.
That is where the Eastern defense was plowed just like the snow
from the blizzard that preceded the
game was.
“Some guy named West happened,” Babers said. “He ran over a
lot of people that year, but against
us was something different.”
Towson running back Terrance
West unleashed an FCS Playoff record 354 rushing yards and a career-high five touchdowns, leading
the Tigers to a 49-39 win and the
opportunity for play Eastern Washington for a championship game
appearance.
“I actually did see this coming,”
West said after the game. “Coach
said we have to picture a game before it happens. If you picture big
plays, you’re going to make big
plays. I was picturing big plays all
week.”
Eastern’s magical season which
seemed like it would never end
came to a screeching halt that
night.
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